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History of the USA Follow-up Activity Teacher’s notes




            First, find out what the students know about the word “revolution.” You may want to explain that the word means to revolve and sometimes it still has this meaning (for example RPM –stands for “revolutions per minute” in an automobile or motorcycle engine). Most commonly it is associated with rebellion and the turning over of authority (like the turning of the wheel of fortune). You may give some examples of famous revolutions such as the American Revolution (1775 – Lexington was the place of the first armed encounter between English and American troops. England had been sucking its colony dry. King George III declares the Americans rebels and the War of Independence begins. The 13 colonies declare their independence on July 4, 1776. From 1776 – 1783 England looses all battles and the Tory government falls.) Today the word “revolutionary” has taken on a different meaning because of the industrial, sexual, technological, and green revolutions. In advertising the word means “innovative”.
        Second, take a look at the lyrics to the Tracy Chapman song and discuss the meaning of the words. Make sure the students understand the terms “welfare lines”, the Salvation Army, and “unemployment lines”. You may want to bring up the current financial crisis and how it is affecting people in the USA (and the world) today and please remember that this song was written in 1988! You may want to ask if they remember when the Great Depression was and has history repeated itself once again. Once they understand the lyrics, play the song. It’s a nice sing-along – encourage them to do so. When they are finished listening/singing, here are some possible discussion topics:
1. Do you associate yourself with the music of your generation? What do you listen to?
2. Is music a good way to promote social and political change?

3. How do you feel when you see rich and famous musicians (such as Bono) singing about poverty, hunger, and other world problems?

4. Has listening to the music (and understanding the lyrics) helped you understand the situation of the black people in the United States?
      Finally, let the students imagine they are going to overthrow their school. They should decide why they want to rebel (or attack), what their grievances are, and their plan of action. Or you may divide the group into “students” and “teachers”, and give each group 10 minutes to prepare their grievances (students) and answers to anticipated grievances (teachers). Put them in opposing corners and let them argue it out.
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