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Before the Show 
Ex. 1. VOCABULARY
GENERAL ENGLISH




SHAKESPEAREAN ENGLISH
Midsummer Night’s Dream

	Boring

Reflection

Contemplation

Background
Plot
Disobedient

Run away

Blind

Mess

Duel


	Pursue ( follow)

Slay ( kill)

Thee ( you)

Hath ( has)

Woo ( make love to/flirt with)

Fear not ( do not be afraid)

Troth ( truth)

Foe (enemy)

Statures (height) 

Fie (For shame! )


Twelfth Night

	Subplot

Inspired

Appealing 

Disguise

Twin

Convince
	Woes (problems troubles)

Thine ( yours)

Whoe’er ( whoever – no matter who)

Con ( to learn by heart)
Comedian ( actor)
Fair (beautiful)

Perchance (by chance)


Taming of the Shrew

	Tame 

Vanity

Illusions 

Issues

Charming

Feminist

Conventions

Cocky ( proud)

Wasp

Witty 

Single ( not married)
	Shrew ( angry and difficult woman)

Attend ( wait for)

In faith ( in reality)

Cuff ( hit)

Fashion ( way)

Chafe ( annoy)

Doth (does) 

Halt ( limp)

Thou ( you)


Romeo and Juliet

	Revenge

Selfish
	Tidings (news)

Beseech (beg)


Ex. 2. SPEAKING

What do you think the plays are about? Discuss with a partner.

HOMEWORK: 

Find out what’s the story behind each of the plays. What are they about? Tell your friends in the next lesson.
Before the Show 
Teachers’ Notes

1. Make sure students are familiar with the words before the show. You may assign checking the words for homework and just quiz students in class or revise the vocabulary with them.
2. Once the students understand the words, ask them to speculate what each play is about. They probably do not know them, except for Romeo and Juliet, but will be able to guess based on what words are used in them. 

3. It would be beneficial for students to know the story behind each of the plays before they come to the show. You may ask them to find out in Polish or in English what the plots are, and then report to you and the other students in the next lesson
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