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TWELFTH NIGHT

Please fill in the blanks with these missing words:
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Orsino, the Duke of Illyria, was deeply in love with a beautiful Countess named Olivia. Yet all his love was in vain, for Olivia would have none of him. When her brother died, she sent a messenger to the Duke,  telling him that for seven years she would be in _______________ for her brother. 
The Duke longed for someone to whom he could tell his sorrow, and repeat over and over again the story of his love. Chance brought him such a companion. A ship was ________________on the Illyrian coast, and among those who reached land is a fair young maid, named Viola. But she was not happy for being rescued from the perils of the sea, since she feared that her twin brother, Sebastian, had drowned.
Viola asked in whose country she was, and learning that the young Duke Orsino ruled there, and was as noble in his nature as in his name, she decided to _________________ herself as a man, and seek for employment with him as a page. 
In this she succeeded, and now from day to day she had to listen to the story of Orsino's love. At first she felt sorry for him, but soon her sympathy grew to love. At last, it occurred to Orsino to send this pretty lad to _________________ Olivia for him. Viola unwillingly went on this errand, but when she came to the house, Malvolio, Olivia's steward, did not let her into the house. Viola (who was now called Cesario), refused to take any denial, and vowed to speak with the Countess. When Viola was admitted to her presence and the servants had been sent away, she listened patiently to the reproaches which this bold messenger from the Duke poured upon her, and listening she fell in love with the supposed Cesario. When Cesario had gone, Olivia wished to send some love-token after him. So, calling Malvolio, she asked him to follow the boy. 
"He left this ring behind him," she said, taking one from her finger. "Tell him I will none of it." 
Malvolio did as he was told, and then Viola, who of course knew perfectly well that she had left no ring behind her, saw with a woman's _____________________ that Olivia loved her. Then she went back to the Duke, very sad at heart for her lover, and for Olivia, and for herself. 
"Ah," said the Duke to his page that night, "you too have been in love." 
"A little," answered Viola. 
"How old is she?" he asked. 
To this came the pretty answer, "About your age, my lord." 
 "Too old, by Heaven!" cried the Duke. 
By and by Orsino begged Cesario once more to visit Olivia and to _________________ his case. So Viola went, and this time poor Olivia was unable to hide her love, and openly confessed it with such passionate truth, that Viola left her hastily, saying— 
"Nevermore will I come back here!" 
Now, while these things were happening, Sebastian landed safely in Illyria, and he made his way to the Duke's Court. On his way he passed Olivia's house just as Viola had left it in such a hurry, and whom should he meet but  Olivia herself. Mistaking him for Cesario, she asked him to come into the house with her.  Sebastian, dazed and delighted with her beauty and grace, readily agreed, and that very day, so great was Olivia's haste, they were __________________ before she had discovered that he was not Cesario.

Meanwhile Orsino, visited Olivia himself, taking Cesario with him. Olivia met them both before her door, and seeing, as she thought, her husband there, reproached him for leaving her. Then Orsino vowed to kill Cesario, whom he knew she loved. "Come, boy," he said to the page. 
A great fear took hold on Olivia, and she cried aloud, "Cesario, my dear husband, stay!" 
"Her husband?" asked the Duke angrily. 
"No, my lord, not I," said Viola. 
"Call forth the priest," cried Olivia. 
And the priest who had married Sebastian and Olivia, coming in, declared Cesario to be the ______________________ . During all this confusion, Sebastian appears (to everyone’s surprise).
"One face, one voice, one habit, and two persons!" cried the Duke, looking first at Viola, and then at Sebastian.  "An apple cut in two is not more twin than these two creatures. Which is Sebastian?" 
"I never had a brother," said Sebastian. "I had a sister, whom the waves have taken." 
Then Viola, rejoicing to see her dear brother alive,___________________ that she was indeed his sister, Viola. As she spoke, Orsino fell in love with her. 
"Give me ____________ hand," Orsino cried in gladness. "Thou shalt be my wife and my queen." 
Thus was the gentle Viola made happy, while Olivia found in Sebastian a good husband, and he in her a true and loving wife.

THE END
TWELFTH NIGHT

Teachers’ Notes

Before asking the students to fill in the missing blanks. explain to them that this story has some elements of older English in it. For example, the words “"thy", “thou”, and “shalt” are no longer used in everyday language. You should also mention that the actual play is much longer and much more complicated than this story. Pre-teach any vocabulary words your students may be unfamiliar with. Ask the students to fill in the blanks and then read the whole text to them to check answers. Finally, you can roleplay the story. For more advanced students, you may ask them to write their own dialogues in “modern” English, instead of “old” English. Encourage the use of disguises, which is the basis for the plot of the story.

Character List

Orsino:  The Duke of Illyria and its ruler. At the opening of the comedy, he is desperately in love with Lady Olivia, who spurns his romantic overtures in spite of the fact that he is a perfect and ideal gentleman.

 Viola/Cesario: After being shipwrecked, she disguises herself as a young boy, takes the name of Cesario, and attains a position in Duke Orsino's household because of her wit and charm. As a boy, she is then used as an emissary from the duke to court Lady Olivia. Her twin brother, Sebastian, looks exactly like her.

Lady Olivia:  She is a rich countess who, at first, plans to mourn her brother's recent death for seven years, but when she meets the emissary from Duke Orsino (Viola disguised as a boy), she immediately falls in love with the youth.
Sebastian: The twin brother to Viola who is mistaken for Cesario when he (Sebastian) arrives in town. He meets Olivia and enters immediately into a marriage with her.
Malvolio:  Lady Olivia's steward who also has fantasies that Lady Olivia might someday marry him. 
TWELFTH NIGHT
Orsino, the Duke of Illyria, was deeply in love with a beautiful Countess named Olivia. Yet all his love was in vain, for Olivia would have none of him. When her brother died, she sent a messenger to the Duke,  telling him that for seven years she would be in mourning for her brother. 
The Duke longed for someone to whom he could tell his sorrow, and repeat over and over again the story of his love. Chance brought him such a companion. A ship was wrecked on the Illyrian coast, and among those who reached land is a fair young maid, named Viola. But she was not happy for being rescued from the perils of the sea, since she feared that her twin brother, Sebastian, had drowned.
Viola asked in whose country she was, and learning that the young Duke Orsino ruled there, and was as noble in his nature as in his name, she decided to disguise herself as a man, and seek for employment with him as a page. 
In this she succeeded, and now from day to day she had to listen to the story of Orsino's love. At first she sympathized very truly with him, but soon her sympathy grew to love. At last it occurred to Orsino to send this pretty lad to woo Olivia for him. Viola unwillingly went on this errand, but when she came to the house, Malvolio, Olivia's steward, did not let her into the house. Viola (who was now called Cesario), refused to take any denial, and vowed to have speak with the Countess. When Viola was admitted to her presence and the servants had been sent away, she listened patiently to the reproaches which this bold messenger from the Duke poured upon her, and listening she fell in love with the supposed Cesario. When Cesario had gone, Olivia longed to send some love-token after him. So, calling Malvolio, she asked him to follow the boy. 
"He left this ring behind him," she said, taking one from her finger. "Tell him I will none of it." 
Malvolio did as he was told, and then Viola, who of course knew perfectly well that she had left no ring behind her, saw with a woman's intuition that Olivia loved her. Then she went back to the Duke, very sad at heart for her lover, and for Olivia, and for herself. 
"Ah," said the Duke to his page that night, "you too have been in love." 
"A little," answered Viola. 
"How old is she?" he asked. 
To this came the pretty answer, "About your years, my lord." 
 "Too old, by Heaven!" cried the Duke. 
By and by Orsino begged Cesario once more to visit Olivia and to plead his case. So Viola went, and this time poor Olivia was unable to hide her love, and openly confessed it with such passionate truth, that Viola left her hastily, saying— 
"Nevermore will I deplore my master's tears to you." 
Now, while these things were happening, Sebastian landed safely in Illyria, and he made his way to the Duke's Court. On his way he passed Olivia's house just as Viola had left it in such a hurry, and whom should he meet but  Olivia herself. Mistaking him for Cesario, she asked him to come into the house with her.  Sebastian, dazed and delighted with her beauty and grace, readily consented, and that very day, so great was Olivia's haste, they were married before she had discovered that he was not Cesario.

Meanwhile Orsino, visited Olivia himself, taking Cesario with him. Olivia met them both before her door, and seeing, as she thought, her husband there, reproached him for leaving her. Then Orsino vowed to kill Cesario, whom he knew she loved. "Come, boy," he said to the page. 
A great fear took hold on Olivia, and she cried aloud, "Cesario, my dear husband, stay!" 
"Her husband?" asked the Duke angrily. 
"No, my lord, not I," said Viola. 
"Call forth the priest," cried Olivia. 
And the priest who had married Sebastian and Olivia, coming in, declared Cesario to be the bridegroom. During all this confusion, Sebastian came in to everyone’s surprise.
"One face, one voice, one habit, and two persons!" cried the Duke, looking first at Viola, and then at Sebastian.  "An apple cut in twois not more twin than these two creatures. Which is Sebastian?" 
"I never had a brother," said Sebastian. "I had a sister, whom the waves have taken." 
Then Viola, rejoicing to see her dear brother alive, confessed that she was indeed his sister, Viola. As she spoke, Orsino fell in love with her. 
"Give me thy hand," Orsino cried in gladness. "Thou shalt be my wife and my queen." 
Thus was the gentle Viola made happy, while Olivia found in Sebastian a good husband, and he in her a true and loving wife.

THE END
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