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Interview with Shakespeare 



Tonya Trappe has been working as a teacher and teacher trainer, as she says, ‘for longer than she wants to admit.’ Throughout her English Language Teaching career she has also maintained contact with acting and drama. Six years ago she opened Theatre Atelier Montreuil, a school of drama in Paris, France. She is currently writing plays for teenagers for the Penguin Reader series. Tonya is a regular visitor to Poland, a country she refers to as her ‘third country’. Ireland is the first, where she was born, France the second, where she now lives and Poland the third, where she feels most relaxed! At the moment Tonya is getting ready for I love Shakespeare, the show that she is staging together with Mia Leahy in November 2009 in Warsaw. Katowice and Poznań. 
Tonya is sharing with us her passion for Shakespeare and joining us in this light-hearted interview taking on the role of William Shakespeare!

Interview with Shakespeare

Ex.1. SPEAKING
If you could meet William Shakespeare face to face, what questions would you ask him? In groups of 3 or 4 write five questions.

Ex. 2. VOCABULARY
In groups of 3 or 4 check the meaning of the phrases below and try to think how they can be related to Shakespeare.
to commission a play

to keep something secret

to be inspired

to be in love with a mysterious dark-haired woman
to hear the various speculations and theories 
especially proud of

masterpieces

I find it hard to be modest

it is obvious from the plays

tyrannical leaders and people who abuse their power

unjust and unwise leaders

fall from power

innocent victims sometimes die

the dire consequences of unjust ruling

the film industry as well as the theatre

careful never to offend

to support

relevant to people all over the world at any given period in time

jealous people

steal ideas

worked as a team

It is just difficult to believe
came and went during the performances

shouted encouragement or abuse at the actors

to attract people's attention

to react to injustices

a language that would appeal to them

to revolt against the tyranny of people who hold power

hardly any seats

no artificial lighting

to buy shares

short jackets with big wide lose shorts over tights

Interview with Shakespeare
Match the interview question with the correct answer. The first one has been done for you.

1. William, thank you so much for agreeing to answer a few questions. Could you tell me a few things about your life?

Answer: F

2. You are one of the playwright's who are always alive. How did you manage to achieve this?

Answer: _____


3. Where did you get your inspiration from?

Answer: _____

4. Tell us more about the Queen. Did you meet her? How much impact did she have on what or how you wrote?

Answer: _____


5. Which of your plays do you like the best?

Answer: _____

6. You talk a lot about love in your plays as well. What was you love life like?

Answer: _____


7  Can I ask you a difficult question? Hope you don't mind. Some people say that you stole some of plays, that you did not write them yourselves. That they were written by someone else, was it Marlow?

Answer: _____

8. I hear theatre didn't use to be taken as seriously as it is now. Apparently people ate while watching a play. Is that true?

Answer: _____


9. Thanks a lot for answering all the questions about your writing. Now, if I may, a few questions related to your lifestyle and the times you lived in. What did you do in your free time? What kind of music did you listen to? What did you wear? 

Answer: _____

10. Was that the famous Globe? Can you tell us more about it?

Answer: _____


11. Would you listen to an i-pod or go to discos?

Answer: _____


12. If you lived now, in the 21st century would you enjoy it? Would you be on Facebook? 

Answer: _____

13. If you were writing Romeo and Juliette in the 21st century, would they be emailing each other?

Answer: _____

14. And what did you want to rebel against? 

Answer: _____

A. From life around me, from history and sometimes I had to write what the Queen commissioned!
B. My love life! Do you really think I am going to tell you. It has been one of the world's best kept secrets for centuries! It amuses me to hear the various speculations and theories that have been put forward over the years. My wife lived in the country and I was working as an actor and writer in London. Everybody says that I was inspired to write my love poetry and my first play Romeo and Juliet because I was in love with a mysterious dark haired woman in London. But was I? 

C. I couldn't possibly choose. They are all masterpieces! But I have to say that I'm especially proud of the great tragedies like Hamlet and Macbeth. I'm sorry but I find it hard to be modest!

D. It is obvious from my plays that I hated tyrannical leaders and people who abuse their power. Unjust and unwise leaders fall from power in my tragedies and their innocent victims sometimes die. This way people think about the dire consequences of unjust ruling.

E. I would have invented Facebook! I would be writing for TV and the film industry as well as the theatre. I would be a rock star. I would be the man of the moment and I would love it! 

F. I had an amazing life as an actor, playwright and poet. I was famous and people recognized me everywhere I went. I was like a star in today's terms.

G. Of course I met her. The Queen came to our plays. Naturally we had to perform something she agreed with. I was careful never to offend her and to support her ideas.

H. My themes are universal and are relevant to people all over the world at any given period in time. They are good stories. People always like good stories.

I. Only jealous people say that! Sometimes the actors made suggestions and we worked as a team. But I did not steal ideas from Marlow! It is just difficult to believe that one man could write so many good plays. I am a genius. What can I say.

J. Yes people ate and talked and came and went during the performances. They participated and shouted encouragement or abuse at the actors on stage. However, that doesn't mean that they didn't take theatre seriously. Everybody came to the plays. They were as popular as TV soaps are today.  The jokes were rude and sexy! My plays have only been considered intellectual  since the 19th century! Before that I was COOL.


K. Romeo and Juliette  would be texting and skyping as well. I always wrote to attract people's attention and I tried to show what was good and bad in society. I wanted people to react to injustices so I had to speak to them in a language that would appeal to them. If I was writing today I'd do the same thing. If I wanted young people to revolt against the tyranny of people who hold power I would write a play that spoke to young people in a language they understood and want to listen to.

L. Of course I would. I am a man of all times. I can be a modern man. I am cool! I never wanted to be or asked to be considered as a stuffy old intellectual. In my day I was funny and up to date and trendy. I am the man!

M. Yes the globe was built in 1597. I wrote most of the plays that were performed there. There were hardly any seats. Most of the spectators stood up or sat on the ground. There was no roof and no artificial lighting so we had to perform in the afternoon or early summer evenings.
N. Apart from the clothes, life was much the same for theatre people then as it is today. We spent our free time in bars or taverns drinking too much and we worked very hard. I had a good lifestyle because I was a clever businessman and bought shares in the theatre. I built a big house with a garden for my wife and children and sent them to the country to live in it. I stayed in London to work!  We listened to folk music and wore short jackets with big wide lose shorts over tights!
Interview with Shakespeare

Teachers’ notes
Ask students to brainstorm how much they know about Shakespeare. Then ask them to imagine what kind of person he was. Would they like him? Could they be friends with him? Would they fall in love with him?

You may or may not want to use the introductory page with the picture of Tonya Trappe and William Shakespeare and a short introductory note.

Ask students to do introductory exercises 1 and 2 and then move on to the reading activity and matching interview questions and answers.

Check the answers.
1. F
2. H

3. A

4. G

5. C

6. B

7. I

8. J

9. N

10. M

11. L

12. E

13. K

14. D

You may at the end also use the vocabulary in exercise 2 to ask the students to summarize what they have learnt from the interview using the phrases in the exercise.
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