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ghosts, fairies, and fortune tellers

Ex.1. SPEAKING
Answer the following questions:

1. Do you believe in the supernatural, the mysterious, the unexplained?

2. Can you remember any supernatural characters in any famous stories, movies or theatre plays?

3. What do ghosts do?

4. What’s the difference between a witch and a fairy?

5. What’s the difference between a magician and a fortune teller?

6. Would you like to visit a fortune teller?

7. Would you like to have extraordinary powers? How would you sue them?
Ex.2. READING AND SPEAKING
Read the text below and do the group work task in the box.
[image: image3.png]



Elements of the unexplained, the mysterious, and the supernatural certainly found their way into many 
of William Shakespeare’s plays.
Here is a selection of plays and some of the supernatural characters that appear in them:

Macbeth: three witches and a ghost

A Midsummer Night’s Dream: fairies and spirits

The Tempest: a magician and a spirit

Antony and Cleopatra: a fortune teller

Hamlet: a ghost

Julius Caesar: a fortune teller

Richard lll: ghosts

Henry Vlll: spirits

Cymbeline: a fortune teller

These characters mostly fall into three categories: ghosts, fairies, and fortune tellers (or soothsayers). 
The ghosts and fairies (and also witches) belong in the realm of the supernatural; the fortune tellers (and the magician) can be classified as people with extraordinary powers. Some are named in the plays, like Cobweb, Moth, Peasebottom, and Mustardseed in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, while other characters are not.
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Mysterious Quotations
Ex. 1. VOCABULARY
Check the following words in a dictionary:

· Eyelids, to dote, creature, to drop, liquor, to pursue, soul
· Mockery, shadow, hence

· To stab, to despair

· To lose

· To sting, to wear, crown

Ex.2. READING
Below you will find some quotations that are related to the supernatural or mysterious from some of the plays we mentioned. In pairs, read them aloud and see if you can work out what is said. Which of the descriptions below matches which quotation?
· a warning to someone

· said by someone who feels afraid

· to make someone feel guilty

· to stir someone into revenge

· to make someone look silly

	Fetch me that flower, the herb I show’d thee once:

The juice of it on sleeping eyelids laid

Will make or man or woman madly dote

Upon the next live creature that it sees.

... Having once this juice,

I’ll watch Titania when she is asleep,

And drop the liquor of it in her eyes;

The next thing then she waking looks upon,

Be it on lion, bear, or wolf, or bull,

On meddling monkey, or on busy ape,

She shall pursue it with the soul of love.

(from A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Hence, horrible shadow!!

Unreal mockery, hence!

(from Macbeth)

Let me sit heavy on thy soul tomorrow!!

Think how thou stabb’dst me in my prime of youth

At Tewkesbury; despair, therefore and die!

(from Richard lll)

If thou dost play with him at any game,,

Thou are sure to lose;

(from Antony and Cleopatra)

The serpent that did sting thy father’s life

Now wears his crown.

(from Hamlet)
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Teachers’ Notes
1. Introduction: Ask the students if they have an interest in “the unexplained” - mysteries that no one seems to have found an answer to, like the Bermuda Triangle, poltergeists, or unidentified flying objects? You can probably think of lots more, and you might have your own strange stories to tell. The curiosity that people have about these kinds of phenomena is not a new thing. For centuries, we have been fascinated by the possibility that there are elements of the world that cannot be explained by science or rational thought. This was certainly true in Shakespeare’s day - although Shakespeare was living at a time when science and discovery were making great leaps forward (for example, the first ships left England for America, the “New World”). It was a time when many people still looked at the world through fearful and superstitious eyes. The infant mortality rate was high, the “Black Death” was still abounding in Europe, and people’s lives were short and often brutal. Most people were very religious, with a strong belief in heaven and hell. They felt that they had little control over their own destiny; they placed themselves in the hands of fate and fortune. They looked to fortune tellers, sought out “signs,” followed astrology, and heeded stories about the supernatural to help them make sense of their lives. The unexplained, the mysterious, and the supernatural were certainly part of Shakespeare’s life. He was knowledgeable about and interested in the supernatural world and the ways in which that world had an effect on both ordinary people and people of rank, like kings and queens. It’s possible that he had his own superstitions and beliefs about the workings of the supernatural world that we would find surprising today.
2. After a short discussion, or instead of it do exercise 1 

3. Move on to exercise 2 and then divide the students into small groups and ask them to discuss what uses the characters (in the first part of the handout) might have in a play. They don’t need to know anything about the plays, they just need to keep in mind that Shakespeare included them for a purpose. Why might some have names and others not? What are some uses of such characters in the cinema. Ask them to give examples (not just horror films please) Ask them to write down your ideas and share with other groups.

4. Next, ask students to make pairs and read Mysterious Quotations, then match them with the purposes they were written for. This may be assigned for homework as may require students to reflect on the quotations and check or try to guess some of the words.

5. Finally, get students to “act out” the lines in different voices: scary. ominous, supernatural. angry, etc. 
Answer key:

a warning to someone - Antony and Cleopatra
said by someone who feels afraid - Macbeth
to make someone feel guilty - Richard lll
to stir someone into revenge - Hamlet
to make someone look silly - A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
GROUP WORK


In small groups, talk about what uses these characters might have in a play (or a movie). You don’t need to know anything about the plays, you just need to keep in mind that Shakespeare included them for a purpose. Why might some have names and others not? Write down your ideas and share them.
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