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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM
Ex.1. VOCABULARY
Look at the text and see if you know the words highlighted.

Ex.2. READING
Read the text below and draw the character map.

Hermia and Lysander were in love, but Egeus, Hermia's father, wished her to marry another man, named Demetrius. In Athens, where they lived, there was a cruel law, by which any girl who refused to marry according to her father's wishes, might be put to death. Hermia's father was so angry with her for refusing to do as he wished, that he brought her before Theseus, the King of Athens, to ask that she might be killed, if she still refused to obey him. The King gave her four days to think about it, and, at the end of that time, if she still refused to marry Demetrius, she would have to die. 
Lysander was nearly mad with grief, and the best thing to do seemed to him for Hermia to run away to his aunt's house and there he would come and marry her. Before she started, she told her friend, Helena, what she was going to do. 
Helena had been Demetrius' sweetheart long before his marriage with Hermia had been planned. She knew that if she told Demetrius that Hermia was going to the wood outside Athens, he would follow her, "and I can follow him, and at least I shall see him," she said to herself. And that’s how the four of them ended up in the wood.
 
This wood was full of fairies, as most woods are, if one only had the eyes to see them, and the King and Queen of the fairies were Oberon and Titania. Fairies are very wise people, but now and then they can be as foolish as mortals. Oberon and Titania, who might have been as happy as the days were long, had thrown away all their joy in a silly quarrel. 
On this night, Oberon called his favorite fairy, Puck. Puck was the spirit of mischief. He used to slip into the dairies and take the cream away, and get into the churn so that the butter would not come, and turn the beer sour, and lead people out of their way on dark nights and then laugh at them.

"Now," said Oberon to this little spirite, "fetch me the flower called Love-in-idleness. The juice of that little purple flower laid on the eyes of those who sleep will make them, when they wake, to love the first thing they see. I will put some of the juice of that flower on my Titania's eyes, and when she wakes she will love the first thing she sees, were it lion, bear, or wolf, or bull, or meddling monkey, or a busy ape." 
While Puck was gone, Demetrius passed through the glade followed by poor Helena, and still she told him how she loved him and reminded him of all his promises, and still he told her that he did not and could not love her, and that his promises were nothing. Oberon was sorry for poor Helena, and when Puck returned with the flower, he told him to follow Demetrius and put some of the juice on his eyes, so that he might love Helena when he woke and looked on her.  So Puck set off, and wandering through the wood found  Lysander instead of Demetrius, on whose eyes he put the juice. When Lysander woke, he saw Helena and immediately fell in love with her.
Oberon soon found that he had made a mistake, and he went looking for Demetrius, and having found him, put some of the juice on his eyes.  The first thing Demetrius saw when he woke was also  Helena. So now Demetrius and Lysander were both following her through the wood. Finally, Helena and Hermia began to quarrel, and Demetrius and Lysander went off to fight. Oberon was very sorry to see his kind scheme to help these lovers turn out so badly. So he said to Puck— 
"These two young men are going to fight. You must overhang the night with drooping fog, and lead them so astray, that one will never find the other. When they are tired out, they will fall asleep. Then drop this other herb on Lysander's eyes. That will give him his old sight and his old love. Then each man will have the lady who loves him, and they will all think that this has been only a Midsummer Night's Dream. Then when this is done, all will be well with them." 
Puck went and did as he was told, and when the two had fallen asleep without meeting each other, Puck poured the juice on Lysander's eyes. Meanwhile, Oberon found Titania asleep and laid the juice on her eyes, saying:— 
"What you’ll see when you awake,

Do it for thy true love take."
Now, it happened that when Titania awoke the first thing she saw was a stupid clown, one of a group of actors who had come out into the wood to rehearse their play. Titania awoke, saw the clown, and said, "What angel is this? Are you as wise as you are beautiful?" 
"If I am wise enough to find my way out of this wood, that's enough for me," said the foolish clown. 
"Do not desire to go out of the wood," said Titania. The spell of the love-juice was on her, and to her the clown seemed the most beautiful and delightful creature on all the earth. "I love you," she went on. "Come with me, and I will give you everything." 
And so when Oberon came along he found his beautiful Queen kissing a clown. He took pity on her and threw some juice of the disenchanting flower on her pretty eyes. In a moment,  she saw plainly the clown she had been loving, and understood how foolish she had been. 
Everything  was made plain and straight again. Oberon and Titania loved each other more than ever. Demetrius thought of no one but Helena, and Helena had never had any thought of anyone but Demetrius.  As for Hermia and Lysander, they were as loving a couple as you could meet in a day's march, even through a fairy wood. 
So the four mortals went back to Athens and were married and the Fairy King and Queen live happily together in that very wood till this very day.
THE END
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
Teachers’ Notes: CHARACTER MAP

Note to the teacher: Read the story based on the Midsummer Night’s Dream. Make sure the students understand the vocabulary. Explain to the students what a character map is and how it helps us understand the structure of a complicated story. Draw the map below on the blackboard and fill in two or three characters and their relationships, then ask the students to draw their own maps. 

As an additional activity, you may want to role-play the story in pantomime.
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Theseus


(King of Athens)





Egeus


(Wants Hermia to marry Demetrius)





asks for help





Oberon


(King of the Fairies)





married to





Titania


(Queen of the Fairies)





father to





Demetrius


(choosen by Egeus as Hermia’s husband)





Hermia


(Facing death for not obeying her father)





Helena


(Old sweetheart of Demetrius)





gives orders to





Lysander


(Hermia’s beloved)





truly loves





loves because 


of  love juice





anoints with


love juice





friend to





Puck


(Mischievous fairy)





 loves





anoints with


love juice





loves because


of love juice





Clown


(An actor)





 loves










