SOME WILDE’S WORKS

M .
atch the names of Oscar Wilde’s major works with their summaries

B) In this comedy, Oscar Wilde us tells the story of two young gentlemen who lead double lives in
Victorian England. Jack Worthing lives in a country estate with his ward, young and beautiful Cecily.
He pretends to have a brother Ernest who causes a lot of problems, and who he needs to visit from
time to time in London. One day Jack decides to marry Gwendolen, his friend’s cousin. He finds out
that his friend, Algernon Montcrieff also leads a double life. Algernon pretends he has an invalid
friend named Bunburry, whom he needs to visit from time to time (he calls these visits
“punburrying”). When Algernon hears about Cecily, his friend’s beautiful ward, he decides to go to
Jack’s house as Ernest, Jack’s brother! Things go really bad when their lies are finally discovered.

(adapted from www.sparknotes.com and www.cinema.com)
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(adapted from Www.enotes.com)
. .

D) It is the only novel by Oscar Wilde. It tells the story of a handsome young man Wh.O
devotes his life to beauty and sensual pleasures. One day he gets his portrait from one of his
friends. Looking at the beautiful picture of himself, he declares that he would give his own
soul if he could remain eternally young. He gets his wish, but the picture shows a gradual
change as he sinks into a life of degradation and crime. After many years, hg decides tQ
change his life and be good, but he feels fear whenever he sees his portrait. He ﬂne_llly st_abs it
with a knife and falls dead. When the servants enter the room, they see the portrait as it was
when it was new, and an old, ugly man lying dead on the floor.

(adapted from www.enotes.com\
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/2010/nov/11/an-ideal-husband-review
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.cinema.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
http://www.enotes.com/
http://www.enotes.com/picture-dorian-gray

Teacher’s Notes and Answer Key

Depending on the level of your students, you may need to pre-teach some vocabulary, eg. ward,
to sink into, to stab with a knife. Then, ask your students to read the titles and descriptions and
match them.

Answers:
1B, 2D, 3A, 4C

Homework:

Oscar Wilde has written 9 plays. Ask your students to find out another play by Oscar Wilde and
check what it is about? They can find all works by Oscar Wilde on www.oscarwildecollection.com.
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