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Read the beginning of one April Fool’s hoax. Tell it to other students until you find someone who knows how your story ended and what really happened. STUDENTS’  WORKSHEET A 


 

1) On 31st March 1989, thousands of motorists driving on the highway outside London saw a flying saucer approaching the city. The saucer finally landed on the outskirts of London. Local residents immediately called the police to warn them of an alien invasion. When the policemen arrived on the scene and approached the craft, a door opened in the bottom of the ship and a small figure in a silver space suit walked out. The policemen immediately ran away in the opposite direction.

 

2) On 1st April 2006, a 57-year-old woman stopped at a bank to make a withdrawal. She, as a joke, handed the teller a note that read "I'm here to take money." 

 

3) On 1st April 1978 a giant iceberg appeared in Sydney Harbour. Sydney was actually expecting it. Dick Smith, a local adventurer and millionaire businessman, had been promoting his idea to tow an iceberg from Antarctica for quite some time. He said that he was going to carve the berg into small ice cubes, which he would sell to the public for ten cents each. These Antarctic water cubes were promised to improve the flavor of any drink.

 

4) On 1st April 1915, during World War I, a French pilot flew over a German camp and dropped a huge bomb. The German soldiers immediately scattered in all directions, but no explosion followed. adapted from: www.museumofhoaxes.com 




On 1st April 1974, residents of Sitka in Alaska were horrified to see black smoke over the long-dormant volcano of Mount Edgecumbe. This could mean that the volcano was active again and would soon erupt. Terrified people gathered in the streets and watched the volcano in horror. The Police and local authorities were alarmed. 



Read the ending of one April Fool’s hoax. Tell it to other students until you find someone who knows how your story began. STUDENTS’  WORKSHEET B 



 

a) Then, it unexpectedly started to rain. The firefighting foam and shaving cream that the berg was really made of washed away, uncovering the white plastic platform beneath.
 

b) After some time, the soldiers approached the bomb. They discovered it was actually a large football with a note "April Fool!”
 

c) The alien was a midget and the flying saucer was a hot air balloon. It was built to look like an UFO by Richard Branson. He had taken off in the balloon the day before and planned to land in London's Hyde Park on April 1. However, a wind change had blown him off the course and he had to land a day earlier and on the outskirts of London. One of the policemen who had to approach the craft later said "I have never been so scared in 20 years of being a policeman."

 

d) The teller pressed the alarm button, but by the time the Police arrived, the lady had left the bank. She was later picked up and charged with disorderly conduct (but not with a bank robbery).

 

e) Luckily, a man, not nature, was responsible for the black smoke. A local prankster named Porky Bickar had put hundreds of old tires into the volcano's crater and then put them on fire. Six years later when another really erupted Bickar received a note "This time you've gone too far!"adapted from: www.museumofhoaxes.com 


 



Teacher’s Notes and Answer Key

This material is intended as a fun activity on or around April Fool’s Day. Below is presented one of the many ways in which it can be used with students. All the hoaxes have been adapted from www.museumofhoaxes.com. 

The material has been written with upper intermediate students in mind, but depending on the level you many need to pre-teach some vocabulary. 

Photocopy and cut out as many beginnings (worksheet A) and endings (worksheet B) of the April Fool’s hoaxes as you need for your class. Give each student one beginning or ending. Ask them to keep telling their part of the hoax to other students until they find the person who has the other part of their story. If you have an uneven number of students, ask one student to join another group.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answers: 1c, 2d, 3a, 4b, 5e

As not all your students will have had a chance to hear all hoaxes by the end of this activity. Therefore, it may be a good idea to wrap up by asking students to retell all the hoaxes one last time to the class.
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