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Wales – Interview with Gwen
Teachers’ Notes

Ex 1. Reading

The extracts below come from an interview with Gwen Rowland from Wales. Read the texts and guess what questions were asked.

Ex. 2. Vocabulary

Try to guess from context the meaning of the words in bold.

Q: Gwen, how do you say "hello", and "bye-bye" in Welsh?


1) Hello is very easy, it’s the same word but with a Welsh accent: ‘helo’, with a longer vowel at the end than in English. A lot of people also greet each other by saying ‘shwmai?’ which translates as ‘alright?’ To say goodbye you can say ‘ta-ta’ or ‘hwyl!’ which means ‘fun!’ 

Q: What's Wales like?

2) Wales is an incredibly beautiful country! Although I may be biased… It’s very rural; most of Wales is lush green countryside. There are several national parks which attract a lot of hikers, mountain-bikers and people who enjoy the country. The people are known for being very warm, friendly and inquisitive – if you talk to a Welsh person they will often ask where you’re from, who your family are, what jobs they do etc. It’s also a more traditional country than England. People place an importance on family life and often stay in the town where they were born, whereas in England people move around a lot more for their work.

Q: What's Cardiff, the capital like?

3) Cardiff, in the south, is the largest city in Wales. In Welsh it is called Caerdydd. It was once the most important port in the world, but is now a very modern city. The area around the port is called Tiger Bay and has been developed so that it is now a very posh area of the city. Rugby is the most popular sport in Wales and Cardiff hosts two world class stadiums: The Cardiff Arms Park and the Millennium Stadium.
Q: What's the food like?
4) In day to day life Welsh food is very similar to the food eaten all over the UK, although there are some foods which are traditionally Welsh. These include leek and potato soup, (as the leek is the national vegetable of Wales,) Welsh rarebit (a thick cheese and beer sauce on toast), laverbread (seaweed, which is fried and eaten with bacon), and Welshcakes (a flat cake with raisins in). Because most of the population were farmers the traditional main meal is lunch. It is slices of roast meat, boiled potatoes, vegetables and gravy (a sauce made from the meat juices and vegetable water). Welsh farmers are very proud of their lamb and beef, which they say tastes better because it is raised in the lush Welsh countryside.

Q: Any famous people from Wales?
5) The talent that Wales is most famous for is singing, something that is especially celebrated Welsh male voice choirs. Famous Welsh singers include Tom Jones, Shirley Bassey, Charlotte Church, Duffy, Bryn Terfel, Cerys Matthews, The Manic Street Preachers, Catatonia, the Automatic and the Stereophonics. Other notable people are the actor Anthony Hopkins, a 17th century pirate called Henry Morgan, David Lloyd George who was an influential British Prime Minister, footballer Ryan Giggs and author Dylan Thomas. Many people claim that Prince Madoc of Wales sailed to America in 1170. Apparently he took 300 Welshmen to live in peace with the native people several hundred years before Christopher Columbus sailed there.

Q: Now, that you're based in Edinburgh, what do you miss from home?
6) As I explained earlier, family is very important in Wales so it’s natural that I miss my family, and also friends from home. Sometimes I miss the Welsh countryside which has a different character to the magnificent Scottish countryside. It makes me happy to meet up with Welsh speakers here and have a little chat or a song in the Welsh language. 

Q: What's he educational system in Wales and what is it like to go to school there?


7) It’s exactly the same as in England: children go to primary school when they are five years old, then to secondary school at the age of eleven or twelve. Compulsory schooling ends age 16, when pupils take exams called GCSEs. A lot of people then do another two years of school and take exams called A-levels. After this you can go to university. For GCSEs English, maths and science are compulsory and most people choose several other subjects. I enjoyed school because I liked spending time with my friends, which was a bit difficult in the evenings because we all lived miles away from each other in various parts of the countryside.

Q: Are there any Welsh culture festivals, or Welsh customs and traditions that are unique to Wales?

8) Plenty! The Welsh culture is very distinct. The most famous celebration of Welsh culture is the National Eistedfod. It’s a competition throughout the country to find the best singers and dancers. All school compete in local Eisteddfods, the winners then compete against each other until only the best are left. It’s shown on television and is very popular. There’s also an agricultural show called the Royal Welsh which is held every year which the Prince of Wales usually attends.

Q: A history of Wales in 5 lines?
9) Very very briefly:

· 500 BC Celtic tribes from Europe settle on the land now known as Wales.

· 70 AD Romans occupy Wales.

· 784 Offa’s Dyke is build as the official boundary between England and Wales.

· 1284 Wales comes under English rule.

· 1400 National hero Owain Glyndwr leads a Welsh rebellion against the English.

· 1536 Henry VIII's Act of Union declares Wales to be under English rule.

· 1856 National anthem is composed: Hen Wlad fy Nhadau (Land of my Fathers)

· 1905 Cardiff is declared a city.

· 1955 Cardiff is declared the capital city of Wales, making it Europe’s youngest capital city.

· 1977 The Welsh public vote ‘Yes’ to the formation of the National Assembly, giving Wales some political independence.
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