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TWINKLETOES
AN EXTRACT FROM THE PLAY

Ex. 1.

Before you read the extract from the play have a think about the  questions below and discuss them with your friends in pairs or small groups:

1. Do your parents ever make you do things? What do they make you do?

2. When did you keep your fingers crossed last?

3. When do you shake your head?

4. When do people wait for a miracle to happen? When did you last wait for a miracle?

5. When do people lie? Are you good at lying?

6. Do you make your bed every morning?

7. What can upset you?

8. What’s the best age to get married?

9. Do you owe anything to anyone?

10. Would you like to have a magic carpet?

Ex. 2.

Make sure you know the words and phrases below:

to take time off work

hardly

to make an excuse

prison warden

to stare

to make someone do something

dressed up

to take something in

to glare

no matter what

to whisper

court

a life sentence

concurrently

to crawl

to bet

to laugh

tummy

aisle
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I forced her ( Noreen) to come with me (to the prison) the Thursday before last. 

I’m passing no messages onto your daddy.( I’m not telling your dad)

If you’re getting married you’re going to tell him yourself.

You owe him that.

Since she’s left school, she’s hardly come at all.

I can’t take time off work to go to see him, she said. Excuses, excuses…

Anyway, I don’t want them to know. ( that he is in prison)

Anyway, I hate that bus and all those women talking of ‘our boys’ and their plastic bags full of oranges and new jeans and I hate the prison wardens staring at you and I hate…..

Don’t say another word, I said.

Shit, she said.

And don’t use language like that, I said.

You do, she said.

I’m old, I said!

Anyway I made her take the day off  and she came up in the bus with me.

He was so glad to see her.

He looked great, all dressed up and his face excited with a big smile.

I kept my fingers crossed.

He held her hand so tight as if she might fly away.

You’re so pretty, just like your mammy.

I sat watching them, quietly, thinking my own thoughts.

And the time flew in and she hadn’t said what she came to say.

So, out of my silence, I said, haven’t you something to tell your daddy?

She stopped talking and looked at the table.

She gave a little nervous cough 

I’m getting married the Saturday after next.

He didn’t seem to take it in.
So I repeated what she’d said.

But you’re only a kid, he said.

I’m seventeen.

You’ve only just left school. You’re too young.

You and mammy were going out when she was only seventeen, she told me that.

He glared at me.

Karen… he said.

I shook my head.

She won’t listen I said.

She’ll listen to me, won’t you listen to me, love. You’re young.

You’ve your whole life in front of you.

I’m getting married, no matter what you say and that’s all there is to it.

She stood up, ready to go.

At least tell your daddy what his name is.

Declan, isn’t that funny? Same name as you. O’Hare.

He looked as if someone had hit him.

Why didn’t you tell me before Karen?

I could only shake my head.

He’s a nice boy, I whispered.

He looked like he’d looked in the court the day the judge had said he was going to prison.

I’d like to meet him, he said

Sentences to run concurrently, the judge said

After the wedding, I’ll bring him here some Thursday after the wedding.

Three life sentences to run concurrently
And they don’t run.

You can believe me.

They crawl.
You might have waited till I came out, he said

Thanks, she said. We have better things to do with our lives than wait for miracles to happen!

She turned and walked out.

She didn’t even kiss him.

Young people can be, can be…..

I’ve done my best I said. Honest Declan. It’s very hard sometimes. Yes

I know, love.

He smiled at me.

My dad’s helping with the wedding. We’ll do it well, you know, a hotel, a few drinks, a meal

Have a band, he said.

Yes.

Tell me, Karen, is she…. Is she…. ( he wants to know if he is pregnant)

No, I lied.

He believed me, I could see him believing me.

I’m quite good at lying.

I want to dance.

Jive.

Tango.

Rock.

I really want to rock.

I want to love.

Not just on Thursdays.

Yes, Declan, I still love you. 

I lie well.

You ruined my life Declan, that’s what I want to say.

And your own.

You’re a hero.

Wear it well.

I’m just a woman with plastic shoes that hurt!

I wonder if Declan knows all the things I don’t tell him?

I don’t want him to be upset.

I loved him.

He did what he had to do.

Even after nine years I still don’t know what to say to him on Thursdays.

I practice  on the bus, in my head, you know. 

The jokes.

All the little things I’m going to say to him.

Keeping some sort of a door open for him.

I often wonder if the other women are doing the same thing.

If Danny Mc Cartney came over some evening I wonder would anyone tell him.

I bet they would.

My daddy would be angry.

You’ve  made your bed now you must lie in it he’d say.( expression to mean you made a choice and now you must accept it)

Perhaps we could both be a bit happy.

Laugh a little.

Care.

Ever heard of a magic carpet? I might say to him.

I wonder what he’d say to me.

Declan sent the flowers…. Pink roses.

Hold them over you tummy I said, and no one will see the way you are. ( pregnant)
Wasn’t it good of your daddy to think, I said.

She didn’t answer, but she carried the roses.

Over her tummy. 

She looked lovely.

My daddy thought so too.

You look lovely, he said and he kissed her. I only hope this young man isn’t in the same line of business as your father. 

I could have killed him.

She just laughed.

Of course he isn’t grand-dad. Things have changed. 

Amen, said my daddy.

Amen, I said in my head. Nothing changes and everything changes.

On Thursday, I’ll tell him… everything and nothing.

I’ll smile and talk about the band.

And the roses

And the way my daddy walked her up the church aisle.
And about my hat and how my shoes hurt me.

Everything and nothing. 
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Teacher’s Notes

Here are a few suggestions for how to work with the materials.

1. Warm up: Ex. 1

2. Getting ready: Ex. 2 You may either ask students to brainstorm the meaning of words and phrases in groups, or check with a dictionary

3. Reading.

4. Comprehension check. Ask the students to summarize the story, in groups, so that the students take turns, every student contributes one sentence as they go round.

5. Dramatization. Ask the students to choose a short 4-5 line extract and read it/act it out to class.
6. Come to the show (
PHOTOCOPIABLE
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