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TWINKLETOES
SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY – BEFORE THE SHOW
Before the show:
Have a look at the beginning of the synopsis of the play before you come to the show.  Read it and discuss the following:

1. What do we learn from this short description about the play?

2. What, do you imagine Karen looks like?

3. How do you think the story develops?

Karen comes home from her only daughter’s wedding.  She is a little drunk,  tired and frustrated because her new shoes were hurting her so much that she couldn’t dance at the wedding.  It’s a strange day for Karen, from now on she will live alone in her little two bed-roomed house in Derry in Northern Ireland.  
TWINKLETOES

SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY – AFTER THE SHOW

After the show:

1. Students write their own synopsis of the play, after they’d seen it. They use the beginning given.

2. Afterwards they may compare their text with the synopsis on the next page.

Karen comes home from her only daughter’s wedding.  She is a little drunk,  tired and frustrated because her new shoes were hurting her so much that she couldn’t dance at the wedding.  It’s a strange day for Karen, from now on she will live alone in her little two bed-roomed house in Derry in Northern Ireland.  Karen is feeling ___________________________________________________________________________ 
She is married to _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Her daughter Noreen _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Karen’s father, whom she adores, _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In spite of Karen’s sad life she is full of vitality, hope and passion. 
The play shows how ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TWINKLETOES

SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY – AFTER THE SHOW

The complete synopsis:

Karen comes home from her only daughter’s wedding.  She is a little drunk,  tired and frustrated because her new shoes were hurting her so much that she couldn’t dance at the wedding.  It’s a strange day for Karen, from now on she will live alone in her little two bed-roomed house in Derry in Northern Ireland.  Karen is feeling lonely and lost so she talks and talks and as she does we discover her life. 
She is married to Declan, who was an active member of the IRA  ( Irish republican army) the  northern Ireland freedom fighters and he has been in prison for the last nine years .  There is no hope of him getting out in his lifetime because he was given three life sentences to serve! Karen visits him every Thursday at the prison. 
Her daughter Noreen is only 17 and she’s pregnant. Karen didn’t want her to get married but Noreen insisted. She hasn’t told Declan that Noreen is pregnant. He’ll be angry and disappointed. 
Karen’s father, whom she adores, was shocked and didn’t want to walk Noreen up the aisle when he first heard it. Karen convinced him to go to the church ceremony  but he refused to go to the wedding party.  Karen loves her father and is sad for him. She remembers how he was unhappy at her wedding too. He didn’t want her to marry Declan because he was a ‘terrorist’ . Both Karen and her daughter have been a disappointment to him.  
In spite of Karen’s sad life she is full of vitality, hope and passion. The play shows how the lives of ordinary people like Karen and her family were ruined by the political strife in Northern Ireland but it also shows that life goes on and that hope springs eternal. 

It is heartening to know that with the present peace process, prisoners like Declan have been released from prison and we can imagine him and Karen reunited, at last. 

PHOTOCOPIABLE
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