
British English 
What It Really Means…

Read the sentences below and think of situations when someone might say the following.
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British English 
What It Really Means…

Teacher’s Notes
You may want to introduce the topic of British English by writing up on board and asking 
students to discuss the following questions:
1. Do people always say what they think?
2. Do people ever say what they think?
3. Can you think of examples of what you might say when you don’t want to say what 

you think?
4. Do you think people from some countries are more straightforward than from some 

others? Think about Japan, Italy, Germany, Britain, France, Poland.
5. How do you know what people from other countries mean if they do not say it?
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