British English 
WikiHomework
Go to the website below and read the text about British English. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_English
Ex.1.: You may want to check the meaning of the words below before reading.
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Dialect
Blur
Ambiguity
Tautology
Influence
To debate
To cohabit
Hybrid
Tongue
Mixture
To Shift
Settler
Ex.2.: Read the text and find answers to the following questions. Do not try to understand or remember everything. Life is too short.
1. How does the Oxford English Dictionary define the term British English?  
2. Which is more uniform across the country, the written or the spoken English? 
3. What different settlers and invasions affected the language spoken in Britain? 
4. What are the main dialects in the UK?
5. What is Queen’s English?  
6. What is code shifting? 
Ex.3.: Go to YouTube and look for Queen’s English, Scottish Accent, Irish  Accent, Cockney Accent, Welsh Accent, Northern English Accent
Or look for advice from Gareth Jameson, an actor and an accent coach from e.g.:
How to do a British Accent: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtXcrElq5jM&feature=relmfu
How to Have a Scottish Accent: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mALkCGVA2BU&feature=relmfu 
How to Lose Your Native Accent:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YL_OcLayJPg&feature=relmfu 


British English 
WikiHomework
Teacher’s Notes
You may want to introduce the topic of British English by writing up on board and asking students to discuss the following questions:
1. What is the Polish language?
2. How was it formed? What cultures and languages was it influenced by?
3. What dialects are spoken in Poland?
4. What does the way one speaks Polish tell you about them?
5. Who decides how the Polish language should be spoken or written?

If you would like to do some work with intermediate + students you can give them a homework assignment. Or you can just ask them to listen to different accents on YouTube and do their own research.
For homework ask the students to study the Wikipedia link. Remind them that all they need to do is answer the questions and get the general idea. No need to worry about the details.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here are the questions from Ex.2, with the answers in the form of relevant quotes from the site.
1. How does the Oxford English Dictionary define the term British English?  
"as spoken or written in the British Isles; especially the forms of English usual in Great Britain"
2. Which is more uniform across the country, the written or the spoken English? 
Nevertheless, there is a meaningful degree of uniformity in written English within the United Kingdom, and this could be described by the term British English. 
3. What different settlers and invasions affected the language spoken in Britain? 

·  Germanic settlers from various parts of what is now northwest Germany and the northernNetherlands
· The resident population at this time was generally speaking Brythonic—the insular variety of continental Celtic which was influenced by occupation by the Romans.
· The original Old English language was then influenced by two waves of invasion; the first was by language speakers of the Scandinavian branch of the Germanic family; they conquered and colonised parts of Britain in the 8th and 9th centuries. The second was the Normans in the 11th century, who spoke Old Norman and ultimately developed an English variety of this called Anglo-Norman
· Norman occupation led to the grafting onto that Germanic core of a more elaborate layer of words from the Romance branch of the European languages. This Norman influence entered English largely through the courts and government.

4. What are the main dialects in the UK?

The major divisions are normally classified as English English (or English as spoken in England, which comprises Southern English dialects, West Country dialects, Midlands English[disambiguation needed [image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/InterlanguageLinks-Asset-Pencil-Hover.gif]] dialects and Northern English dialects), Welsh English (not to be confused with the Welsh language), and Scottish English (not to be confused with the Scots language).
5. What is Queen’s English?  
It derives from a mixture of the Midland and Southern dialects which were spoken in London in the early modern period[10] and is frequently used as a model for teaching English to foreign learners.[10] Although speakers from elsewhere in England may not speak with an RP accent it is now a class-dialect more than a local dialect. It may also be referred to as "the Queen's (or King's) English", "Public School English", or "BBC English" as this was originally the form of English used on radio and television, although a wider variety of accents can be heard these days. About two percent of Britons speak RP.
6. What is code shifting? 

Most British people can to some degree temporarily "swing" their accent towards a more neutral form of English at will, to reduce difficulty where very different accents are involved, or when speaking to foreigners. This phenomenon is known in linguistics as code shifting.
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