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Bob Dylan
1. Bob Dylan is one of the most famous songwriters and singers of the counterculture of 1960s. One of his first and most important protest songs is “Blowin’ in the Wind”. Read the lyrics and listen to the song. What does the singer want to protest against? 
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Blowin' In The Wind

How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?
Yes, ’n’ how many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, ’n’ how many times must the cannonballs fly
Before they’re forever banned?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

How many years can a mountain exist
Before it’s washed to the sea?
Yes, ’n’ how many years can some people exist
Before they’re allowed to be free?
Yes, ’n’ how many times can a man turn his head
Pretending he just doesn’t see?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

How many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky?
Yes, ’n’ how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, ’n’ how many deaths will it take till he knows
That too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

2. Read the lyrics again. Underline the key lines, which helped you understand what the song was about?
3. Now, listen to the song and sing with Bob Dylan. 
Teacher’s Notes and Answer Key
Depending on the level you may need to pre-teach some vocabulary. Some students may also be unfamiliar with the meaning of “protest song” and “counterculture of the 60s”.  

Answers 1 and 2 

The song was written in 1962 during the Vietnam War and was popularly believed to be anti-war. The first stanza (lines 4 and 5) mentions “cannon balls” and wants them “banned”. The last stanza (lines 4,5 and 6) refers to casualties of war in the rhetoric question “how many deaths will it take till he knows that too many have died”. 

Then, the second stanza (lines 3 and 4) mentions the right to freedom, which many people believe was a reference to racial tensions in 1960s. 

The repetition of rhetorical questions “how many times/years” is believed to address the problem of people’s indifference to these important problems. Therefore, the song is actually a protest against modern society. 

Sadly, there may never be a definite answer as Bob Dylan, himself, did not seem to have a ready-made answer when in June 1962 he commented “There ain’t too much I can say about this song except that the answer is blowing in the wind.” Interestingly, some sources have it that Bob Dylan wrote the song in 10 minutes on one evening, but forgot the words when he first played the song in public and had to invent some words. The song was a huge commercial success and is ranked #14 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of the "500 Greatest Songs of All Time".

Follow up:

You may ask your students what they would like to protest against nowadays, and/or as homework, to write a new stanza for Bob Dylan’s protest song.
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