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COLDPLAY QUIZ
1. Who is who in the band? Match the musicians in the picture with their names. Then, mark their roles in the band with a tick (().  Each person plays more than one role.
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	Guy 
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	Jonny Buckland
	Will 

Champion
	Chris 

Martin

	lead vocalist
	
	
	
	

	drummer
	
	
	
	

	bassist
	
	
	
	

	lead guitarist
	
	
	
	

	keyboards
	
	
	
	

	guitarist
	
	
	
	

	backing vocalist (x2)
	
	
	
	


2. Read the statements about Coldplay below and decide if they are true. 
1. Coldplay are an English alternative rock band formed at University College London. 

2. In 1997 lead vocalist Chris Martin and lead guitarist Jonny Buckland were caught by the Police while busking in Covent Garden. 
3. Chris Martin often calls the band’s musical style as “romantic rock” because of Coldplay’s feminist lyrics. 

4. The band was called Pectoralz and Starfish, before changing the name to Coldplay in 1998.

5. In May 1998 the band had to borrow some money to record their first Extended Play Safety in a professional studio. 

6. Most of the discs of Safety were given to record companies and friends and only 50 copies were for sale to the public.
7. In January 1999 Coldplay ’s music was panned by the influential NME magazine. 

8. In February 1999 Coldplay recorded an album entitled underwater to raise money for the World Widlife Fund. 

9. Coldplay achieved worldwide fame with the release of the single "Yellow" in 2000.

10. In 2000 Coldplay signed a multi-million promotional contract with Diet Coke.
11. The band gives 10 percent of their profits to charity.
12. Coldplay has won over 43 awards from over 117 nominations worldwide, including winning Best British Group three times.

13. Coldplay operates as democracy and profits are equally shared between all band members. 
14. The band will fire anyone who uses hard drugs.
15. Coldplay have sold over 100 million records worldwide.
16. Chris Martin is a vegan and practices yoga. He does not smoke or drink alcohol. 
17. Chris Martin’s mother was a music teacher.

18. Chris Martin is married to an American actress Natalie Portman.

Teacher’s Notes and Answer Key
Depending on the level of students you may need to pre-teach some vocabulary, e.g. to busk, to pan, or possibly, to explain the difference between a single, an EP (Extended Play) and an album. 

1. Ask your students to draw lines from the picture to the musicians’ names, and then, to mark their roles with a tick in the appropriate box. Check answers with the whole class. 

Answers 1:
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2. Ask your students to read the statements and to decide if the statement is true. Check answers with the whole class.

Answers 2: 

1. True

2. True

3. False. Though the lyrics can sometimes be regarded as feminist. 

4. True

5. True

6. True

7. False. They were actually first praised by NME and put among the best “20 New Bands for 99”. 

8. False. Though Coldplay have been an active supporter of various social and political causes and has performed to raise money for a number of charity projects.
9. True
10. False. Actually Coldplay has turned down many multi-million dollar contracts from companies such as Gatorade, Diet Coke, and Gap, who wanted to use their songs "Yellow", "Trouble", and "Don't Panic" in promotion. According to frontman, Chris Martin, "We wouldn't be able to live with ourselves if we sold the songs' meanings like that." 
11. True

12. True

13. True

14. True

15. False. They have sold over 50 million records.

16. True

17. True

18. False. He is married to Gwyneth Paltrow.
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