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THE BEATLES QUIZ
1. The Beatles are an icon of the 20th century pop music and culture. Do you know who was who in the Beatles? Draw a line to match the musicians’ pictures with their names and short descriptions. 
	

	John Lennon


	Born in 1940 in Liverpool. He played the drums in the Beatles, but also sang and composed some songs. 

	

	Ringo Starr


	Born in 1940 in Liverpool. He wrote most of the Beatles’ songs with Paul McCartney. He was also well known for his political activism, songs about peace and love, and his marriage to Yoko Ono. He was shot and killed in New York in 1980.

	

	George Harrison


	Born in 1942 in Liverpool. He was the Beatles’ singer, songwriter and composer. He is also a well-known advocate for animal rights and vegetarianism.

	


	Paul McCartney


	Born in 1943 in Liverpool. He sang and played the guitar in the Beatles as well as composed some songs. He was ranked on the Rolling Stone magazine’s list of 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time. He died in Los Angeles in 2001.


Source: Photograph clippings from Wikipedia. Descriptions adapted from Wikipedia and the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English.
2. Read the statements about the Beatles’ history. Decide if they are true or false. 
1. The Beatles were formed by school friends in Liverpool in 1960 by John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr. 
2. George Harrison joined John Lennon and Paul McCartney’s band when he was only 15.
3. Stuart Sutcliffe played the bass guitar in the Beatles, but left the band for an art career. 

4. The “Beatlemania” began when the band released their first single “Love Me Do” in 1962.

5. When the Beatles first arrived at New York airport, they were greeted by over 3 000 fans. 

6. In 1965 the four Beatles received the Order of the British Empire (MBE) from Queen Elizabeth II.
7. The Beatles had to flee during a tour of the Philippines when they refused to have breakfast with the dictator Imelda Marcos.

8. The Beatles’ music was banned on the radio in the USA in 1966. 

9. The Beatles separated in disagreement in 1970 and the legal disputes continued until 1975.
10. The Beatles are still the most commercially successful rock group in history.

Teacher’s Notes and Answer Key

The Beatles have had tremendous impact on music and culture in the 20th century, but today, over 40 years after their break-up, they may be less familiar to your students than they are to you. 

1. Start off by asking your students to match the musician’s photographs with their names and short descriptions in ex. 1. 
Answers 1
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	John Lennon
	Born in 1940 in Liverpool. He played the drums in the Beatles, but also sang and composed some songs. 

	

	Ringo Starr


	Born in 1940 in Liverpool. He wrote most of the Beatles’ songs with Paul McCartney. He was also well known for his political activism, songs about peace and love, and his marriage to Yoko Ono. He was shot and killed in New York in 1980.

	

	George Harrison


	Born in 1942 in Liverpool. He was the Beatles’ singer, songwriter and composer. He is also a well-known advocate for animal rights and vegetarianism.

	

	Paul McCartney


	Born in 1943 in Liverpool. He sang and played the guitar in the Beatles as well as composed some songs. He was ranked on the Rolling Stone magazine’s list of 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time. He died in Los Angeles in 2001.


2. Depending on the level of the group you may want to pre-teach some vocabulary and concepts, eg. Order of the British Empire, before going to exercise 2. Ask your students to read and answer the quiz questions either in pairs or in bigger groups. Check answers with the whole class. You may turn the exercise into a contest. The group which scores the most correct answers wins.

Answers 2

1. False. The initial Beatles were: John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Stuart Sutcliffe, who played the bass guitar but left the band for an art career. The band initially had no drummer and hired Peter Best as drummer before going to Hamburg. Ringo Starr joined the group as drummer in 1960 when the Beatles sacked their first drummer Pete Best. John Lennon, Paul McCartney and George Harrison did attend the same school. 
2. True. 
3. True. Stuart Sutcliffe was an elementary musician, but a promising artist. 
4. False. The single "Love Me Do", released in October 1962 was a top twenty hit in the UK, but it was their next single “Please Please Me”, turned into the debut album the same year, which brought them huge popularity in the UK and USA. 
5. True.

6. True. It actually led to some conservative members of the Order to return their medals in protest. Four years later, John Lennon return his medal in protest at Britain’s involvement in war.

7. True. 

8. False. Although the group faced protests and personal threats when John Lennon said in an interview that the Beatles were “more popular than Jesus”. As a result of such opinions their music was indeed banned on the radio in Spain, Mexico and South Africa.  

9. True. 
10. True.
Follow-up:

You may ask students to add up information on the Beatles in ex. 1 or to prepare a short speech on a chosen Beatle as homework.
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